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Lafayette Park 
Park ID 01 

 

 
Location: 1341 Lafayette Avenue 
 
 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status: 

Minipark 
 
Passive 
 
.35 Acres 
 
Residential neighborhood  
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Lafayette Park is an open green space with mature maple and spruce trees located in a 
residential neighborhood.  The park is bordered by sidewalks and residential streets at the 
north, west and east.  The south side of the park is bordered by two residential properties.  
Based on anecdotal information gathered from neighborhood residents, a fountain was 
previously located in the center grounds with three radial walks.  There are slight depressions 
that indicated three radial walks previously existed, however there currently is no defined 
circulation route within the park. 
 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Little information has been found concerning the historical development of this park. Sanborn 
maps dating to 1936 show this parcel was a park at the time the surrounding neighborhood was 
being built out. It is unlikely that the existing trees date to this period. No historical features were 
observed. 
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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Tom Miklejn Field 
Park ID 02 

 

 
Location: Lewiston Road and Maple 
Avenue 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description: 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood Park 
 
Active 
 
2.1 Acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Circa 1922 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Tom Miklejn Field is a large triangular green space consisting of multipurpose and overlapping 
athletic fields. Located in a residential neighborhood, Tom Miklejn Field is bordered by Maple 
Avenue Elementary School to the east and residential streets to the south and west.  Shade 
trees line Maple Avenue along the south side of the park.  A chain link fence lines the west edge 
of the park, along Lewiston Road.  The park is bordered by public sidewalks to the south and 
west with a curvilinear pathway along the eastern edge that connects the two sidewalks.  A 
multipurpose athletic field is oriented northeast – southwest and overlaps the outfield of the 
baseball diamond. The baseball diamond has a chain link back stop, bleachers, and dugouts 
that are in need of roof replacement.  There is a wooden park welcome sign which is in need of 
repainting.  

 HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Historically this park was known as Bellevue Park. Purchased by the city in 1922, the 3.5 acre 
triangular park (which includes the area now encompassing the existing school) was established 
to serve the children of the Maple Avenue School and surrounding neighborhood (a 
recommendation of the Olmsted Brothers’ 1916 park study). Originally, the park encompassed 
the entire triangular parcel bounded by Maple Avenue, Main Street, and McKoon Avenue. 
Newspaper accounts dating to 1951 indicate that the park was “one of the most spacious in the 
city with its towering trees and quiet atmosphere.”1

                                                
1  Linda Grace, “Park System Vital to City Growth, Health, Niagara Falls Gazette, Oct 8, 1967, pg.2. 

 At some point following the park’s 
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establishment, the Rotary Club placed a tablet there honoring “living and dead” heroes 
associated with the Maple Avenue School. 

A newspaper article documents that consideration was first given to clearing the park for 
creation of a softball field and shuffleboard facilities in 1959.2

Based upon aerial photos dating to 1966, large street trees lined Lewiston Road and Maple 
Avenue, and a large grove of trees occupied the triangular area north of the school (now a 
parking lot). While all the trees along Lewiston Road have since been removed, it is likely that 
the trees lining Maple Avenue likely date to the first half of the 20th century. It is not known if the 
area currently dedicated as a playground was historically used as such. 

 It is likely that the ballfield 
currently situated along Maple Avenue was developed after that time and likely dates to the late 
1960s or early 1970s as it does not appear in the 1966 aerial photo. The date of clearing for the 
area now occupied by the football field is unknown. A sign in front of the school’s historic façade 
states that the Thomas F. Miklejn Memorial Field was dedicated in 2001.  

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                       
 
2  Niagara Falls Gazette, “Bellevue Park Plan Gets More Opposition,” April 13, 1959. 
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Highland and Beech (Planned) 
Park ID 03 

 

 
Location: 3001 Highland Avenue 
 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description: 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood Park 
 
Planned 
 
6.4 Acres 
 
Industrial/residential 
 
 
Relatively level  
 
Not Constructed 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

The planned Highland and Beech Park is located on a former industrial brownfield site.  
Functioning industrial buildings border the northern edge while the remaining sides face 
residential development.  This entire property is currently fenced off with no public access 
permitted. Building foundations are all that appear to remain on site. Vegetation has begun to 
regenerate naturally. The center of the lot consists of razed industrial buildings with intact 
basement floors all surrounded by a 6’ high chain link fence.  The western edge contains 
various overgrown shrubs and trees.  The eastern edge is less disturbed with weed growth and 
trees than the western edge.   

Park concept plans have developed by the community in 2011 include both passive and 
recreational opportunities.  The two concept plans include recreational opportunities that would 
service the new residential development adjacent to the park property.  The concept plans are 
included below. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Sanborn maps dating to 1914 show this property almost entirely built out with a book 
manufacturing facility belonging to Moore Business Forms, Inc., American Book Sales Company 
Division, Counter Book Check Manufacturing. The large structure included the manufacturing 
areas, press room, offices, storage rooms, and carbon paper coating area (all demolished 
sometime after 1978).  
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It should be noted that the existing buildings to the rear (directly north and adjacent to the park 
property), were part of the U.S. Light and Heating Company. These included a lead foundry and 
several battery formation shops. As documented in the Niagara Falls Historic Preservation 
Industrial Reconnaissance Survey, a study prepared for the city in 2007, the U.S. Light and 
Heating Company is the oldest surviving industrial complex in the City of Niagara Falls.  

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  D’Amelio Park 
Park ID 04 

 

 
Location: Center and 15th Street 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description  
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
3.1 Acres 
 
Residential Neighborhood 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Early 1980’s 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

D’Amelio Park is situated within a residential neighborhood.  To the north, south, and east of the 
park new housing subdivisions exist or are under construction.  The park is divided into two 
primary sections, separated by a parking lot.  The northern 1/3 of the park is composed of a 
retention basin and the southern 2/3 of the park contains sports courts, two pools and play 
structures that sit within the scattered trees.   

Within the park there is a concrete sidewalk which connects the parking lot, pool, and public 
sidewalks on 15th Street.  Public sidewalks are located on all sides of the park.   

The large pool and kiddy pool are surrounded by chain link fencing.  An open lawn area is 
located south of the pool in the southwest corner of the park.  An asphalt basketball court with a 
floodlight is located east of the pool and an asphalt handball court and a small garden are 
located adjacent to the basketball court.  The wooden benches within the park are in poor 
condition.  There are also two plastic trash receptacles in the park that are in good condition. 

The wooden band shell, located adjacent to the parking lot, is in fair condition and contains 
minimal lighting luminaries and rusted doors.  All lighting elements in the park are broken.  

The parks play elements, located south of the bandshell, are comprised of a wooden play 
structure, swing set, rockers, and a plastic play structure, all of which have no safety surfacing.  
There is also a chin up bar that is in poor condition.   
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Dedicated in the early 1980s as D’Amelio Park, the park previously known as Center Court Park 
was established in the mid-1960s. The park originally  encompassed the entire block 
surrounded by Beech Street, 15th Street, 17th Street, and Centre Avenue, and contained a 
swimming pool, wading pool, and basketball court in the far southwestern corner. All remaining 
areas appear to have been open fields.   

Renovations in the 1990s added a playground and tot lot, a combination soccer-football field, a 
picnic area, baseball field, two handball courts and two parking lots accommodating 45 
automobiles. The date of origin of the bandshell is unknown, though it was built after 1978.  
 
The recent infill of government-funded housing and associated stormwater detention ponds 
within the surrounding area has resulted in a loss of the surrounding open recreation fields.  

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  North and Lockport 
Park ID 05 

 
 

 
Location: North Avenue and 
Lockport Street 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description: 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect (s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

  

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
1.96 Acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
with rail corridor 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

North and Lockport Park is situated along the edge of a residential neighborhood adjacent to 
residential properties on North Avenue and south of a railroad corridor.  The park shows very 
little organization of elements.  In the rear of the park a former basketball court exists where 
asphalt has been removed and the gravel subbase is exposed.  

In the center of the park, three separate play areas are defined with plastic edging which is filled 
with wood fiber surfacing. All play areas have handicap accessible ramps. The westernmost 
play area is a fitness area with several exercise stations that are in good condition with minor 
vandalism. The middle play area is composed of a plastic play structure intended for 2-5 year 
olds that is in good condition. The wood fiber surfacing in the westernmost and middle play 
areas is in moderate condition with minor vandalism. The easternmost play area is composed of 
a plastic play structure intended for 5-12 year olds that is in good condition. The wood fiber 
surface material in this play area is in poor condition with minor vandalism (geofabric pulled up).   

To the east of the play areas sits a new manufactured pavilion and plastic prefabricated storage 
shed.  Both are in good condition, but the plastic shed is missing windows and is empty.  Under 
the manufactured pavilion are two picnic tables in good condition.  Surrounding the shelter are 
grills, handicapped accessible tables and picnic benches.  There is a concrete sidewalk 
connecting the pavilion to the public sidewalk along Lockport St.  Near the connection to the 
public sidewalk there is a flag pole and bike rack which are both in good condition.   
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Historic Sanborn maps dating to 1936 show this park property as subdivided for residential lots, 
though they were not developed at the time. A 1978 aerial photograph indicates that some sort 
of improvement (most likely a basketball court) was located in the far west end of the park 
property although the original date of construction is unknown. Traces of this court area remain, 
although it has been overgrown with grass and weeds.  

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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Gluck Park 
Park ID 06 

 
 

 
Location: 15th Street and South 
Avenue  
 
 

 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description: 
  

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status: 

 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
1.33 Acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Charles Aigner 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Gluck Park is a neighborhood park with both active and passive recreation opportunities. The 
park has classical organization with central entry feature and plantings at the western edge, a 
central monument feature and bisecting concrete walks. Each quadrant contains one active 
element; entry gateway, basketball court, playgrounds and band stand.    

The band stand is a painted wooden structure with a ramp for ADA accessibility. There are 7 
benches of varying styles located throughout. The plastic play equipment intended for 5-12 year 
olds is in need of repair and is highly vandalized. There is recycled rubber mulch surfacing 
surrounding this play equipment. The newer metal play equipment is intended for 2-5 year olds 
and has no notable vandalism. Wood fiber surfacing surrounds this play structure. The 
basketball court on the north side of the park has an asphalt surface which is in good condition. 

Concrete sidewalks provide circulation within the park, along 15th Street and connect to the four 
corners of the site with accessible ramps at each intersection. There are mature trees scattered 
throughout the park. The entry garden on the west side of the park is planted with flowering 
shrubs and perennials and appears well maintained.  A 6’ tall by 6’ wide stone monument with 
missing plaque and minor graffiti is located in the center of the park.  The west entry to the park 
has a 3’x3’x10’ stone column with missing plaque.  
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Historically, Gluck Park was leased by the city for use as a playground. The Schoellkopf family 
purchased the land from then owner George W. Wallace in 1913 for $11,000. The Schoellkopfs 
then donated the deed to the city and named it Gluck Park for Jessie Gluck Schoellkopf, the 
wife of Arthur S. Schoellkopf.   

Approximately 1.3 acres in size, Gluck Park was originally designed by Charles Aigner, Park 
Superintendent of the time, with a formal double walk leading off of 15th Street and flanked by a 
pair of stone pillars, similar to what was erected in Schoellkopf Park. The paths were likely 
paved with stone dust, also similar to the treatment at Schoellkopf. 

A historic plan of the park from 1938 shows manicured shrubs flanking the formal double walk 
on both sides, as well as along the sides of both diagonal paths leading to 16th Street. In the 
center of the park was a circular path that originally enclosed a fountain (this was removed by 
1929 and was replaced by a large flower bed). From this center circle, four diagonal paths 
radiated out to the four corners of the park. According to a 1918 news article, the park was 
described as “an expanse of inviting greensward, dotted with shady trees that are now nearly 
thirty feet in height, and under whose spreading branches hundreds of north end folk daily find 
comfort and cool enjoyment.”   

Today the park retains the historic double walk, circular central path, and four diagonal paths, 
but several features have been added and some historic features are missing. The existing 
playground, basketball court, and bandshell were likely added sometime after 1950. Only one 
pillar stands today. A bronze tablet inscribed with the names of the Schoellkopf family was 
originally mounted to one of the stone pillars, but this has since been lost to theft or vandalism.  

Gluck Park is significant as it is the oldest public park within Niagara Falls still in existence.  
While less formal than its original design, the basic elements of its circulation system are still 
intact, as are many of the historic structures that frame the park and give it context, including 
two churches. Its integrity has been compromised however, with the loss of several elements, 
including the northern stone column, formal shrubbery, central fountain, and large shade trees, 
as well as the addition of the basketball court and other non-historic elements. 
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Legends Basketball Court 
Park ID 07 

 
 

 
Location: 11th Street and Whitney 
Avenue  
 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description: 
  

Topographic 
Description: 

 
 

  
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood Park 
 
Active  
 
5.4 Acres 
 
Residential Neighborhood 
 
Varies:  Fields are relatively 
level.  Elevation change 
from track to parking lot at 
southern edge. 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Legends Basketball Court is a former high school track and field center that is surrounded by 
commercial and residential properties with a range of uses, including the City Library, Niagara 
Falls Transportation Authority bus station, office buildings and the YMCA. The track is bordered 
on the west and north by asphalt parking lots servicing the neighboring uses. The designated 
parking lot for the park is located along the east side of the track and is gravel.   

There are three newly installed basketball courts within the track area with lighting and security 
cameras. Four large bleachers are located on each side of the north court and 8 smaller 
bleachers are divided between the south courts. There are 12 trash receptacles in the court 
area and a new wooden painted information sign is located on the east side of the park. Small 
monument boulders are scattered throughout the park.  The park vegetation is composed of turf 
grass and shade trees. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Formerly used as a freight yard for the Erie Railroad since the late nineteenth century, the 
current track and tennis courts date to the late 1960s or early 1970s after the railroad tracks 
were removed. A playground was located in the area now occupied by the school parking lot 
north of the track. A basketball court was once located in the north end of the interior track field, 
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but this has since been removed. The basketball courts located in the center of the running 
track are recent additions.  

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  

 

 



  

 
2012 City Wide Parks Master Plan Project   
City of Niagara Falls   

  DiFranco Park 
Park ID 08 

 
 

 
Location: Intersection of Main Street 
and Ferry Avenue 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
    Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood Park 
 
Decommissioned 
 
1.85 Acres 
 
Intersection of Main Street 
and Robert Moses  
 
 
Relatively level 
 
1965 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

DiFranco Park currently acts as a storage site for the City Parks and Recreation Department.  
DiFranco Park is located in the central downtown area and is bordered to the south and west by 
Robert Moses Parkway and by commercial properties to the east.  The site sits high on a 
plateau above Robert Moses Parkway. Vehicular access is located along Main Street.   

The site is currently used for heavy machinery, vehicle and materials storage. A boarded 
restroom and storage facility brick structure sits near the entrance beside a metal flagpole.  
There are three double headed lamp posts and one single headed lamp post near the former 
basketball court.  The site is surrounded with a chain link fence and the northern walkway-
entrance is blocked off. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

DiFranco Park was established in 1965. It was named after Thomas J. DiFranco, former city 
parks director. The land for the park was originally donated to the city by the State Power 
Authority. It originally contained a playground, wading pool and basketball courts and served the 
surrounding local neighborhood.1

                                                
1  Linda Grace, “Park System Vital to City Growth, Health, Niagara Falls Gazette, Oct 8, 1967, pg.2. 

 Currently the site is undergoing construction for the nearby 
road infrastructure project, and most of the park’s original features have been removed except 
for a small comfort station and path in the southeast corner. 
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Statue of Liberty 
Park ID 09 

 
 

 
Location: Rainbow Boulevard and 
Main Street  
 
 
 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

Minipark 
 
Passive 
 
.55 Acres 
 
High trafficked business 
and tourist area 
 
Relatively level 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Statue of Liberty Park is a minipark flanked by roadways which experience high volumes of 
vehicular traffic near the international Rainbow Bridge. The east side is bordered by a concrete 
sidewalk. Within the park are large canopy trees, small planting areas and turf grass. The park 
includes a statue of liberty replica, lions club monument, flagpoles and benches of varied 
materials. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

The 15-foot statue of liberty replica, which is an exact replica of the Statue of Liberty in New 
York harbor, was located in Hyde Park across from former Gaskill Junior High School (now 
Gaskill Preparatory School). It was placed in Hyde Park in 1951 and presented to the city by the 
Niagara Falls Moose Lodge and the Niagara Frontier Council of Boy Scouts. 

In 1986 the statue was removed and restored by Youngstown sculptor Susan Geissler, and then 
moved to its current location near the approach to Rainbow Bridge.1

                                                
1  Michele DeLuca, “The ‘Lady’ is Looking Good,” The Tonawanda News, Aug 25, 2011. 
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  South Junior Playground 
Park ID 10 

 
 

 
Location: 561 Portage Road 
 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  

Topographic 
Description: 

 
 

Date of Construction:  
 

Landscape Architect(s)/  
Designer(s): 

 
Current landmark  

designation status:  
 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active  
 
4.31 Acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
 
Relatively level.  Northern 
edge of the park increases 
in elevation at the school. 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

South Junior Playground is a neighborhood playground/park located on a former school site 
surrounded by residential development.  The former school and parking areas occupy the 
northern half of the site. The southern portion of the site is triangular in shape with a play 
structure located near the intersection of Portage Road and Ferry Avenue.  The play structure is 
intended for 5-12 year olds and is in good condition aside from one damaged piece.  There are 
no signs of vandalism.  The wood fiber safety surface is in moderate condition except where 
geotextile fabric is exposed in certain areas.  Metal benches, picnic tables and trash receptacles 
surrounding the playground are in good condition.    A steel ornamental fence is located along 
the perimeter of the southern portion of the park near the playground area.   

Large canopy trees are scattered along the edges of the park and the surface is covered with 
turf. The park is bounded by public sidewalks along the perimeter roadways and a concrete 
walk connects the Portage Road sidewalk to the southernmost entry of the former school 
building.   

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

The South Junior Playground was likely established in association with the South Junior High 
School after it was constructed in 1922. However, aerials photos from the 1970s show that the 
play area was located directly south of the school, and not in its current location along Ferry 
Avenue. 
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Liberty Park 
Park ID 11 

 
 

 
Location: Forest Avenue and 19th 
Street  
 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:  
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Minipark 
 
Active  
 
.75 Acres 
 
Residential area 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Liberty Park is a minipark located in a residential neighborhood adjacent to a former alley.  The 
east and west edges of the park are bordered by public sidewalks.  The park is surrounded by 
chain link fence with entrances located on the north and east sides of the park.  The park is 
largely open lawn with a few small trees and shrubs located throughout.  There are large street 
trees located along the perimeter.  

The park includes several play elements, all of which lack safety surfacing.  The plastic play 
equipment intended for 5-12 year olds is in poor condition and has suffered from high levels of 
vandalism.  The swing sets and spring riders are in moderate condition.  There are three 
wooden benches within the park, all in moderate condition.  The park also includes a plastic 
shed structure and portable toilet, both of which were vandalized at the time of field visits in 
Spring 2012. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Little information is known about this park. The parcel is identified as a park in maps dating to 
1934. Elmwood Road originally formed the northern boundary, but since has been partially 
removed and replaced with grass. The original brick paving is evident on the east side. It is 
likely the large sycamore trees along the north boundary date to the park’s early construction.  
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Jerauld Park 
Park ID 12 

 
 

 
Location: Jerauld Avenue and 29th 
Street 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  

Topographic 
Description: 

 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active  
 
1.55 Acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
 
Unknown 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Jerauld Park is a neighborhood park with playground and athletic fields located in a residential 
neighborhood.  The park is bound by residential properties to the east and west and residential 
streets to the north and south.  Public sidewalks provide access to the park along the north and 
south boundaries.  Park vegetation is mainly turf grass with a few small trees scattered along 
the park edges.   
 
The park includes several play amenities, all of which lack safety surfacing.  The playground is 
intended for use by 2-5 year olds and is in moderate condition.  The monkey bars are in good 
condition, however the swing set is in disrepair with bent structural posts.   There is one 
exposed aggregate chess table in good condition with no adjacent seating.  Benches are 
located within the park, however they are leaning, as shown in site photos. 
 
The athletic facilities in the park include a baseball field and basketball court.  The baseball field 
and backstop are in good condition.  The asphalt basketball court is in moderate condition, with 
pavement repairs needed.  The benches are leaning and are higher than typical seating height.   
 
HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Little information is known about this park, which is comprised of 11 contiguous parcels. Maps 
dating to 1936 show these lots as undeveloped as the neighborhood was just starting to fill out. 
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The basketball court dates to at least 1978. The dates of origin of the playground and ballfield 
are unknown.  

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Hyde Park 
Park ID 13 

 
 

 
Location: Hyde Park Boulevard, 
Pine Avenue, Packard Road 
 
 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
 

Date of Construction:  
 

Landscape Architect(s)/  
Designer(s): 

 
Current landmark  

designation status:  

Regional/Metro Park 
 
Active and Passive 
 
715.48 Acres 
 
Hyde Park sits at the 
western edge of the original 
city center, east of the 
industrial areas.  The park 
is bounded on the north by 
the major rail corridor 
running through the city.   
 
Relatively level, unique 
areas around the lake, 
small amounts of berms 
 
Unknown 
 
 
1921, Harries & Hall  
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

At 715 acres, Hyde Park is the largest city owned public open space in the City of Niagara Falls.  
Hyde Park is bounded on the west and south by residential neighborhoods, on the east by 
residential and industrial areas, and north by a rail corridor.  The park is spatially arranged 
around internal natural features and vehicular circulation.  There are active recreation elements 
throughout the park.  The primary park entrance is off Pine Avenue and Robbins Drive is the 
primary bisecting park road. The golf course is accessed from Porter Road.    

There is defined pedestrian and vehicular circulation within the park.  Asphalt and concrete 
pedestrian walks and vehicular drives are generally in moderate condition.  The asphalt parking 
lots are in poor to moderate condition.  There are various vehicular and pedestrian bridges and 
wooden docks at lake which are in moderate condition. 

The park vegetation is mainly comprised of turf grass with large canopy and evergreen trees 
throughout.  There is a rose garden at Pine Street that is poorly maintained.  There are gardens 
throughout park which are also poorly maintained.  The health of vegetative growth throughout 
the park is average, there is no serious decline.   
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The natural features present throughout the park include, Hyde Park Lake, Gill Creek, and 
densely vegetated natural areas surrounding golf course, and water bodies.  The edge condition 
along the lake is in poor condition, the creek has channelized edges.  The water quality in both 
water features is poor, as evidenced by lots of algae blooms.   

There are many buildings and structures within the park which are in moderate condition 
including a golf clubhouse, golf restaurant, gazebos, rentable pavilions, public open pavilions 
with restrooms, a pump house and utility structures, maintenance facilities, concession areas, a 
pool house with restrooms, senior center, rose garden pavilion, and splash pad restrooms.  The 
baseball stadium with box office and hockey arena are in good condition.  However the 
recreation center located in the historic lodge and all play structures are in poor condition.   

The park has many site furnishings which are in good condition, including benches and picnic 
tables.  There are many dedication plaques throughout the park.  There are several memorials, 
all in moderate condition.  The memorials include, a memorial to the Oklahoma bombing, to 
volunteerism, obelisk and sundial, boulder monuments, and Grandmotherhood. The park 
includes two golf courses located in the north section of the park.  Golf course north is well 
maintained and well utilized.  The golf course south is in overall poor to moderate condition. 

The water features located throughout the park include a pool, splash pad, and various hose 
bibs and drinking fountains.  All water features are in moderate condition, with the exception of 
the splash pad, which is in very good condition. 

 
HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

When Mr. Charles B. Hyde died in 1921 he left his entire estate of 316 acres, located east of 
Sugar Street (now Hyde Park Boulevard) to the city with a stipulation that the park be created in 
his name and a memorial erected in his honor.  The Cities acquisition of this property was 
instrumental to the Olmsted Brothers’ 1916 recommendation that the City acquire the property 
to serve as a large “county” park containing recreational fields, a golf course, and a safe 
boating.   

Between 1921 and 1925 the city acquired additional lands around Hyde’s property to enlarge 
the park area, though donations and condemnations continued for many years after.1 A master 
plan for the park was prepared in the 1921 by Harries & Hall, Landscape Architects and 
Engineers of Buffalo.2

                                                
1  Sculli, Nicolas J. “Hyde Park, 1921 to 1941,” November 20, 1976 (in partial fulfillment of Niagara University Credit, 
History 398; Dr. Mogavero advisor). 

 However, the plan as originally prepared deviates from what was 
eventually built.   

2  William Harries became superintendent of the New York State Reservation at Niagara Falls 1911-1912.  
Http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Forgotten+landscape+architectural+firm+of+Harries,+Hall+and+Kruse+of...-a030235619 
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Actual construction of the park began in 1925 with the establishment of a large stone comfort 
station and shelter house, which was designed by architect Robert White. This structure was 
strategically located to serve not only park visitors, but also tourists who camped in the adjacent 
field area between it and Pine Avenue. This field was designated as Camp Jones, a “municipal 
tourist camp” or automobile stopover for visitors driving to town to see Niagara Falls.3

The 18-hole golf course, designed by Harries & Hall, was constructed in 1926 and opened to 
the public in 1927—the first in the city. In 1928 the Niagara Falls Power Company donated 
another 58 acres of adjacent land, which at the time was 20 percent of the total park area. By 
1930 the park included Hyde Park Lake (created by flooding the area along the Gill Creek 
lowlands and encompassing approximately 42 acres, 21), a bridge, baseball and soccer fields, 
tennis courts, football and cricket fields, a rose garden (with a pergola and stone seat 
overlooking a small pond), two bowling greens, quoit courts, an archery range, and children’s 
playground, as well as a small sunken garden on the corner of Hyde Park Boulevard and Pine 
Avenue that included a 16 foot obelisk with a sundial and bronze memorial tablet 
commemorating Hyde.

  

4

Major improvements were made to the park in 1932, which were the result of emergency and 
relief funds from federal and state authorities. These included a new swimming pool, which was 
one of the largest outdoor pools in the state at the time, a wading pool for young children, 
including an associated stone comfort station, four new tennis courts, and a new municipal 
stadium designed to seat 5,000 people (this was enlarged to seat 15,000 in 1934). In 1937 it 
became the largest illuminated athletic field in the United States at the time.

  

5

By 1935 the park added a new putting green near the comfort station, an additional nine hole 
golf course adjacent to Porter Road, a bridle path around the lake, and another shelter house in 
the vicinity of the eighth hole of the new golf course.

  

6

The open-air concert pagoda on Duck Island was constructed in 1937. Memorial markers, in the 
form of bronze plaques and commemorative trees, were placed in the vicinity of the Rose 
Garden in 1938. Since the golf course began and ended near the comfort station, the building 

 A bridge connecting Duck Island to the 
mainland was also constructed around this time, and the island was equipped with canoe 
holdings and park benches, as well as extensive ornamental plantings. In 1935 construction 
documents and planting plans were drawn up for another large ornamental garden, the “Iris 
Bowl,” which was to be located north of the bowling greens (in the vicinity of the existing 
shuffleboard courts).  

                                                
3  Mizer, Hamilton B. A City is Born, A City Matures: Niagara Falls, 1892-1932, A Topical History. Niagara County 
Historical Society, No. 24, p. 6, 82. 
4  Sculli, Nicolas J. “Hyde Park, 1921 to 1941,” November 20, 1976 (in partial fulfillment of Niagara University Credit, 
History 398; Dr. Mogavero advisor), 14. 
5  Sculli, Nicolas J. “Hyde Park, 1921 to 1941,” November 20, 1976 (in partial fulfillment of Niagara University Credit, 
History 398; Dr. Mogavero advisor), 19, 22, 27. 
6  Sculli, Nicolas J. “Hyde Park, 1921 to 1941,” November 20, 1976 (in partial fulfillment of Niagara University Credit, 
History 398; Dr. Mogavero advisor), 22. 
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was expanded in 1940 to include a clubhouse containing a restaurant, kitchen, and pro-shop, 
and offices for the municipal golf course officials. By this year it was estimated that over 500,000 
people were participants or spectators in spark events.7 By 1951, that estimate rose to over 
700,000.8

Hyde Park underwent major improvements in the early 1960s. A new clubhouse was 
constructed in 1963 and another nine holes were added to course north of Porter Road to make 
two 18-hole courses (connected by an underpass). The putting green was moved around this 
time and new parking lots were constructed in the location of the 1st and 18th holes. The lower 
course was also reconfigured somewhat. Consequently, these improvements shifted the focus 
of golf activities further to the north and reduced the role of the historic comfort station as a 
clubhouse. By this time, the city had also acquired additional lands north of the stadium for use 
as ballfields. In the 1960s, the park also added a sledding hill and miniature bike track (since 
removed), running track, golf driving range, and several additional ball fields on the far eastern 
end of the park. A third bowling green north of historic greens was also likely developed at this 
time.

 

9

Around this same time, the Rose Garden was renovated by the Niagara Falls Garden Club and 
Keep Niagara Beautiful, Inc., a division of the Niagara Falls Area Chamber of Commerce. Let by 
Fred White, the group added approximately 600 new rose plantings to bring the total up to 
around 2,500, which were arranged in 44 beds. This was considered the high point of the 
garden.

 

10 A large indoor Ice Rink (attached to the comfort station) was opened in 1970.11

Due to budget cuts, Hyde Park fell into disrepair in the 1980s. Some renovations did occur, 
however, such as a thorough renovation of the swimming pool in 1986. The Hyde Memorial 
Garden was also rehabilitated with new paving. Restoration of the indoor ice rink occurred in 
1993 after which time the city considered leasing it to a private company. Hyde Park Lake was 
also dredged in 1995.

 
Originally it was run by the city.  

12

In analyzing the historical evolution of Hyde Park it is easy to see that while some features have 
been lost, much remains as it was originally constructed in the 1920s and 30s.  

 In 1999 the original stadium was demolished and replaced with the 
current stadium. 

  

                                                
7  Niagara Gazette “Municipal Park System Compares Favorably with City’s of Size in State.” December 30, 1939. 
8  Niagara Gazette. James W. Dornan, “Inside City Hall” September 15, 1951.  
9  “Recreation Department facilities at Hyde Park.” Map showing plan of Hyde Park, no date (ca. 1970). 
10  Niagara Gazette, “Residents, officials want face lift for Hyde Park, “ca. August, 1987. 
11  Niagara Gazette, “Ice Rink: Hyde Park Pavilion Must be Rescued,” April 17, 1988. 
 
12  Joann Scelsa. Buffalo News, “Hyde Park Lake lauded as restoration success,” April 23, 1995. 
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  Orleans and 24th 
Park ID 14 

 

 
Location: Orleans Avenue and 24th 
Street 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

Minipark 
 
Passive 
 
.76 Acres 
 
Residential area 
 
Relatively level with a low 
spot in the center 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Orleans and 24th Park is a minipark located in a residential neighborhood.  The open 
greenspace is surrounded by residential streets on all sides.  The streets located on the east 
and west sides of the park provide access to rear vehicular entrances of the adjacent residential 
properties. The vegetation in the park is turf grass.  There are remnants of a winding park path 
which provides pedestrian circulation within the park.   

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

The Orleans & 24th Street Park was set aside as open space to serve the recreational needs of 
the residents living nearby and was part of the original plan for this neighborhood. The parcels 
are shown as open space in historic aerial photos dating to 1927. Sometime before 1978 the 
park was developed with a serpentine path that let to what was likely a gazebo, playground, or 
other special landscape feature, such as a flower bed, on the south end of the parcel. Only 
traces of the path remain today.   
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  Orleans and 25th 
Park ID 15 

 

 
Location: Orleans Avenue and 25th 
Street 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:    
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Minipark 
 
Passive 
 
.78 Acres 
 
Residential area 
 
 
Relatively level open space 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Orleans and 25th Park is a minipark located in a residential neighborhood.  The open 
greenspace is surrounded by residential streets on all sides.  The streets located on the east 
and west sides of the park provide access to rear vehicular entrances of the adjacent residential 
properties. The vegetation in the park is turf grass.  Remnants of paved basketball courts are 
evident at the northern and southern edges of the site.   

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

The Orleans & 25th Street Park was set aside as open space to serve the recreational needs of 
the residents living nearby and was part of the original plan for this neighborhood. The parcels 
are shown as open space in historic aerial photos dating to 1927. Sometime before 1978 the 
park was developed with two paved basketball courts, one on each end of the parcel. The 
asphalt paving remains, but is in poor condition.    
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  Porter Park 
Park ID 16 

 

 
Location: Buffalo Avenue and 10th 
Street 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
 

Date of Construction:  
 

Landscape Architect(s)/  
Designer(s): 

 
Current landmark 

designation status:  

Neighborhood Park 
 
Passive 
 
1.73 Acres 
 
Edge of former industrial 
area on Buffalo Avenue.  
One block south of the 
former Nabisco plant and 
the Rainbow Boulevard 
corridor.  
 
 
Relatively level with steep 
hill to elevated interstate 
south of site.  
 
Unknown 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Porter Park is a neighborhood park located in a former industrial area on Buffalo Avenue.  The 
park is comprised of open space, mainly vegetated with turf grass and several large shade 
trees.  There is scrub growth along southern embankment to the Robert Moses Parkway.  An 
asphalt parking lot, in very poor condition, is located along the eastern edge of the park.  The 
guide rail surrounding the parking lot is in very poor condition.  

The park includes few features, a cannon monument located at the corner of Buffalo Ave and 
10th Street, a bench adjacent to monument, and a historic stone chimney at the south edge of 
the property.  The chimney dates to 1750 and is in good condition.  Though the chimney is a 
historic remnant, as indicated on the dedication plaque, its current location is not original.   

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

As late as 1914 this industrial land lying at the corner of Buffalo and 10th Street, adjacent to the 
International Paper Company’s Plant along the Niagara River and near the entrance to the 
historic Hydraulic Canal, was littered with pulp wood piles ranging from 25’ to 95’ high. In 1915 
the Schoellkopf family (via the Niagara Falls Power Company) donated the land to the city for 
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development of a park.1

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  

 The park was named in honor of the Porter family, who historically 
owned much of the land along the river from First Street eastward. 

 

                                                
1  Niagara Falls Gazette, “Our Park System,” April 17, 1929, p. 8:5. 
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  Mackenna Park 
Park ID 17 

 

 
Location: Mackenna Avenue and 
21st Street 
 
 
 

 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction: 

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Minipark 
 
Active and Passive 
 
.85 acres 
 
Located between industrial 
and residential areas 
 
Relatively level  
 
 
Unknown 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

McKenna Park is a mini park located between industrial and residential properties.  The park is 
an open green space with remnants of a basketball court.  The park is bordered by residential 
properties to the west and north, an active railroad corridor to the south and an industrial site to 
the east.  Public sidewalks provide access along the north side of the park. 

The park vegetation is primarily turf grass with scrub vegetation along the edges of the park.  
There is an abundance of poison ivy throughout the park.  The former basketball court is located 
in the northwest section of the park.  The asphalt surface of the court is in very poor condition 
and the poles and associated hoops are missing.  There are light poles at edge of former 
basketball court which are in working order. Barbed wire fencing is present along the property 
lines shared with adjacent utility building at the northwest corner of the park.   

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Little information is known about this park. It appears as undeveloped open space in aerial 
photo dating to 1927. Maps dating to 1936 show the surrounding lots as developed. The 
basketball court dates to at least 1978.  
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  Gill Creek 
Park ID 18 

 

 
Location: Packard Road, Hyde Park 
Boulevard and Niagara Street 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  
 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
2.34 acres 
 
Along Gill Creek at 
intersection of Niagara 
Street 
 
Relatively level with 
depression area along 
Packard Road 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Gill Creek Park is a neighborhood park located along the eastern edge of a residential 
neighborhood.  The park is dominated by green open space with several park amenities and 
pedestrian circulation located within the park.  The eastern edge of the park is dominated by 
roadways while the remaining sides of the park are adjacent to residential properties.  Gill Creek 
flows north to south along the eastern edge of the park. 

The park is accessible from public sidewalks which surround the park.  A park path located 
along the length of the creek provides access between the north and south ends of the park with 
benches located along the path.  Another park path bisects the park providing access from the 
east at the terminus of the residential street, intersects with the creekside path, and continues 
across the creek to the east edge of the park.  The path crosses a bridge over the creek, 
however a locked gate prohibits access to the bridge.   

The vegetation within the park is primarily turf grass with several shade trees.  There are dense 
plantings along the creek edge and ornamental plantings located at the gazebo and memorial. 

The two main features of the park are the gazebo and memorial along the north edge of the 
park and the park pavilion and rest rooms at the western edge of park.  The gazebo and 
accompanying trash receptacles are in good condition.  Adjacent to the gazebo is a memorial 
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plaza with new benches, a raised planter, 4 flagpoles, and a centrally located memorial boulder.  
There is also a drinking fountain, in working order, located in close proximity to the plaza. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Sanborn maps from 1936 indicate that this land was dedicated to public park use at the time, 
although it was originally labeled as being part of Hyde Park. The stone picnic shelter is shown 
as being extant at the time. At some point (as evidenced in the 1978 aerial photos), a ballfield 
was developed in the far southwest corner, and two athletic courts were added—one in the 
northwest corner and one along Niagara Street. There was also a walking path connected the 
stone shelter with Porter Road via the concrete bridge over Gill Creek (originally an extension of 
Welch Avenue). The field and athletic courts are now gone though the path remains.  

The park was recently renovated and a new gazebo was added to the northeast corner. The 
date of origin of the new path and lighting along Gill Creek is not known, though likely within the 
last decade. 

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Perry Park 
Park ID 19 

 

 
Location: Girard Avenue and 59th 
Street 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active  
 
4.58 acres 
 
Residential neighborhood, 
adjacent to school 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Perry Park is a neighborhood park with a playground and athletic court located in a residential 
neighborhood.  An office building is located at the south end of the park, multifamily residential 
properties are located to the north and single family residential properties are located to the east 
and west.  Public sidewalks provide access from the west, north and east sides of the park. 

The vegetation in the park is turf grass with a few small caliper trees which are in poor condition. 
The northern half of the site is an open lawn area with a memorial boulder, which is missing a 
plaque.  The southern half of the park contains an asphalt basketball court and play structure.  
The basketball court is in poor condition, with a cracked court surface and missing basketball 
hoops and posts.  There is play equipment intended for 2-5 year old and a steel swing set.  The 
timber edged play area does not have safety surfacing and the play elements are in poor 
condition due to vandalism.  

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Established in 1954, Perry Park was named in honor of J. Robert Perry, one of the founders of 
the Evershed Neighborhood Association. Originally part of the Evershed School District, the 
park served the children of the 60th Street School. 
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  63rd Street Park 
Park ID 20 

 

 
Location: 215 63rd Street  
 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Minipark 
 
Passive 
 
.65 acres 
 
Residential neighborhood, 
adjacent to I-190 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

The 63rd Street Park is a minipark located adjacent to residential development to the north, 
south and west, and I-190 to the east.  The park is a narrow linear site composed of open lawn 
area and large shade trees.  The site is accessed from a public sidewalk located along the west 
side of the park.  There is access to an adjacent trail system north of the park. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Very little is known about this park. Sanborn maps from 1936 show this land as open space and 
dedicated to the Grand Island Bridge Approach. Additional grading of the area likely occurred 
with the construction of I-90. 
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  LaSalle Waterfront Park 
Park ID 21 

 

 
Location: Buffalo Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description:   
 
 
 
 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood Park 
 
Passive 
 
2 acres 
 
Adjacent to LaSalle 
Expressway ramp and 
multi-family residential 
 
 
Relatively level with a 
decreased elevation at the 
water’s edge 
 
Unknown 
 
Wendel Companies, 2011 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Lasalle Waterfront Park is a neighborhood park located along the Niagara River.  The park is 
bordered by the river on the south, Robert Moses State Parkway on the west, Buffalo Avenue to 
the north and residential development on the east.  The park entry is located at the north side of 
the park from Buffalo Avenue.   Public sidewalks connect pedestrians to the park’s internal 
asphalt paths and also to the Riverview Trail located at the west edge of the park.  The 
vehicular entrance is constructed of permeable pavers and provides access to a parking lot and 
the shelter at western edge of the park.   

The park vegetation is comprised mainly of turf grass with large shade trees throughout.  A 
specimen willow tree is located near the water’s edge.      

The park includes several amenities including a picnic pavilion, floating dock, and washrooms 
and storage building.  The park is newly installed and in excellent condition. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

This property was occupied with several homes and the former members-only Century Club in 
the 1930s. The homes were demolished in the late 1950s with the construction of the Robert 
Moses Parkway, though the Century Club building remained until the late 1990s. Completed just 
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this past year, the waterfront park serves as a trailhead to the Niagara River Greenway trail that 
connects the park to the Niagara Reservation.  

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS AND PLANS 
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  70th Street (Kies) Park 
Park ID 22 

 

 
Location: Girard Avenue and 70th 
Street 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description:   
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood Park 
 
Active  
 
4.59 acres 
 
Primarily residential 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

The 70th Street (KIES) Park is a neighborhood park located within a residential neighborhood.  
The park is accessible by public sidewalk on all four sides. The park is primarily open green 
space with few recreational amenities.  Large established shade trees line the south edge of the 
park and a small grouping of shade trees are located adjacent to the basketball court. 

The park has an asphalt paved basketball court located in the northwest section of the park and 
a baseball field located in the southwest section of the park.  The asphalt basketball court has 
cracked surfaces and is missing a backboard on the north end. The baseball backstop and dug-
out seating are in poor condition.   

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Developed ca. 1955 near the then new 65th Street School and the Bishop Duffy High School, 
this park now serves the Cataract Elementary School and surrounding neighborhood. The park 
originally had two ballfields in addition to a basketball court.  
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  Stephenson Park 
Park ID 23 

 

 
Location: Stephenson Avenue and 
73rd Street 
 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description:   
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
   Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
1.4 acres 
 
Primarily residential 
 
Relatively level with a 
raised berm (eastern) 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Stephenson Park is a neighborhood park and playground with athletic facilities, located in a 
residential neighborhood.  The park is directly south of the Lasalle Expressway and is 
surrounded by residential properties on all other sides.  The site is accessible from the public 
sidewalk located along the south edge of the park property. The park has a 6” curb located 
along the southern edge and there are no accessible ramps to enter the park.   

The park vegetation is mainly turf grass with large canopy trees at western end of park. The 
northern edge of the park is dense with scrub brush along the buffer to the LaSalle expressway.  
Chain link fence surrounds the park. 

Active recreation facilities are located in the eastern half of the park and passive elements are 
located on the west half of the park.  The recreation facilities consist of an asphalt basketball 
court and volleyball court, which are in good condition.  There is a concrete pad located near the 
basketball court which is in poor condition.  On the west half of the park there is a playground, 
game tables, grills, and greenspace. The play elements within the park include a steel swing 
sets, steel monkey bars, and spring riders.  The play surfacing is not up to code in some areas, 
and does not exist in other locations. The equipment ranges from moderate to good condition. 

Site amenities include a drinking fountain and hose bib which are in working order and several 
benches and trash receptacles, all of which are in moderate to good condition.   
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

In 1966 Olsker-McLain Industries donated property on the north side of Stephenson Avenue for 
a park and recreation area for children in the LaSalle area. No other information about this park 
is available. 

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Hennipen Park 
Park ID 24 

 

 
Location: 82nd Street and Bollier 
Avenue 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description:   
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
 

Date of Construction:  
 

Landscape Architect(s)/  
Designer(s): 

 
Current landmark  

designation status:  
 

Neighborhood Park 
 
Passive 
 
6.8 acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
 
Many pits and mounds, 
entire area raised slightly 
from the street 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Hennipen Park is neighborhood park located within a residential neighborhood.  The park is 
primarily woodlands composed of mostly oak trees, which are showing signs of stress.  Public 
sidewalks located at the northwest and southeast edges of the park provide the only points of 
access to the park.  There are no park amenities and the park has poor drainage with wet areas 
noted on site during field inventory.  

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Seven acres of land were obtained by the city in the early 1940s from Bollier Avenue to Laughlin 
Drive between 82nd and 85th Streets after the surrounding neighborhood started to develop.  
Although not certain, it is likely that many of the large trees pre-date the surrounding 
development. 
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  LaSalle Park 
Park ID 25 

 

 
Location: Read Avenue and 91st 
Street 
 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description:  
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
5.8 acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

LaSalle Park is a neighborhood park with athletic facilities located in a residential neighborhood.  
Residential streets are located on all four sides of the park and the LaSalle Expressway travels 
along the south edge of the park.  The park is organized linearly with baseball fields at the 
northern 2/3 of the park and a pool area at the southern end. Vehicular access and the parking 
are located in the center of the park and accessed from the west side of the park.  Public 
sidewalks provide access at the north and south edges of the park.  The park is primarily open 
and is vegetated with turfgrass.  There is a grouping of several large deciduous and evergreen 
trees at the south end of the park. 

The three baseball fields and associated fencing and dugouts are in good condition.  Each 
baseball field has bleachers which are in moderate condition.  There is a concrete block 
concessions building located adjacent to the parking lot.  There is another concrete block 
storage building located adjacent to the parking area which is also in good condition.  

The swimming pool facility includes a lifeguard tower, concrete pavement, and a fence that 
surrounds the pool, all are in good condition.  There is a concrete block structure for pool 
changing rooms and restrooms and another concrete block structure for pool equipment.   

Other site amenities include picnic tables, trash receptacles, and portable toilets, all in good 
condition.  The steel swing sets located in the park are in moderate condition and do not have 
safety surfacing.   
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

LaSalle Park was named after Robert Cavalier de LaSalle. It was established in 1928 by 
authorization of a City Council tax vote to buy land adjacent to the Frontier Exposition 
Association and the Hodges and Bouey estates.1

LaSalle Park was originally designed to contain two tennis courts, a basketball court, softball 
field, and playground along Read Ave., and a small structure on the south end near Military 
Road. The center of the park was designed to be more passive with a grove of trees and 
walking paths that radiated outwards from a central feature (possibly a fountain).  

 

Historic Sanborn maps dating to 1928 show a building in the southwest corner near Military 
Road. It is not clear, however, if all of the features were located according to the 1928 plan. By 
the 1970s a pool was added to the south end and a large parking lot was constructed in the 
middle of the park on the west side. Ballfields occupy the remainder of the park.  

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  

 

                                                
1  Linda Grace, “Park System Vital to City Growth, Health, Niagara Falls Gazette, Oct 8, 1967, pg.2. 
 



  

 
2012 City Wide Parks Master Plan Project   
City of Niagara Falls   

 

 



  

 
2012 City Wide Parks Master Plan Project   
City of Niagara Falls   

  Jayne Park 
Park ID 26 

 

 
Location: Jollet Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description:   
 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
 
 
 

Date of Construction: 
 

Landscape Architect(s)/  
Designer(s): 

 
Current landmark  

designation status:  

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
20.7 acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
of Cayuga Island 
 
Relatively level with a small 
sledding hill and sloped 
elevation at the water’s 
edge. 
 
 
Unknown 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Jayne Park is a neighborhood park with athletic facilities and a playground located in the 
LaSalle neighborhood.  The park is located on the Little River Channel of the Niagara River, at 
the confluence of the River and Cayuga Creek. There is no water access, seating or viewing 
areas of the Little River.  The park includes open green space, a sledding hill at western end of 
the park, active recreation areas towards the east and a large vegetated area at the far eastern 
end.  Large canopy trees and evergreens are located at the far eastern and western edges of 
the park.  A memorial garden located in the center of the park contains a flagpole and planter.  

The former brick restroom building located in the eastern portion of the park is in moderate 
condition.  There is a portable toilet located adjacent to the brick building.  The picnic shelter 
and associated concrete pad also located in the western end of the park are in good condition.  
The park includes plastic play equipment intended for 2-5 year olds which lacks safety surfacing 
and is in moderate condition.  The steel swing set also lacks safety surfacing, but is in good 
condition.  Athletic facilities are located in the center of the park and include baseball fields, 
fencing and dug out areas, and an asphalt basketball court, all in moderate condition.   
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Jayne Park was established on Cayuga Island in 1930 when 22 acres of land were donated to 
the city by a real estate firm LaSalle-Cayuga Inc., with the stipulation that it be made into a park 
within two years. The park was named in honor of one of the village of LaSalle’s former 
presidents and original residents, Dr. Luther M. Jayne.1 In 1939 the park was planted with over 
1,100 trees and 4,700 shrubs.2 In the 1940s or 50s there was a plan to add tennis courts, a 
green meadow, baseball and softball diamonds, boating access, bathing area, parking areas, 
and a comfort station.3

AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  

 If constructed as planned, none of these features appear to remain 
except for many of the large trees in the open meadow area. 

 

                                                
1  Linda Grace, “Park System Vital to City Growth, Health, Niagara Falls Gazette, Oct 8, 1967, pg.2. 
 
2  Niagara Gazette, “City, WPA to Spend $69,000 on Project in Jayne Park Area,” September 8, 1939. 
 
3  “LaSalle Group Seeks Construction of Comfort Station, Four Tennis Courts at Park on Cayuga Island,” February 4, 
1947. 
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  Griffon Park 
Park ID 27 

 

 
Location: Buffalo Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
 

Location Description:   
  
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
 

Date of Construction:  
 

Landscape Architect(s)/  
Designer(s): 

 
Current landmark  

designation status:  
 

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
20 acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
and landfill 
 
Relatively level with sloped 
elevation at the water’s 
edge 
 
Unknown 
 
peter j. smith & company, 
2000 
 
None 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Griffon Park is a neighborhood park with waterfront access and playground facilities located in a 
residential neighborhood and adjacent to a landfill.  The waterfront park is located at the 
confluence of Little River and Niagara River.  The park is bordered by Buffalo Avenue to the 
north and the Little River to the south.  The west edge of the park is bordered by residential 
property, while the east edge is bordered by the 102nd Street Landfill.  The park is primarily open 
green space with large canopy trees along the river bank and scattered throughout the park.   

There are two parking lots accessible from Buffalo Avenue.  The parking area located at the 
west end of the park provides access to the boat launch and small fishing dock.  This parking lot 
is a chipped stone parking area which is in moderate condition.  Another parking area is located 
at the east end of the park, providing access to the looped pedestrian trails and playground.  
This asphalt parking lot is in good condition.  Pedestrian paths are located throughout the park. 
The pedestrian paths link the two parking areas, the waterfront and the play area.   

There is a plastic play equipment area enclosed by upright landscape timbers of different length.  
The timbers prohibit ADA accessibility.  The plastic play equipment is intended for 5-12 year 
olds and is in moderate condition.  The mulch safety surface is of insufficient depth and is in 
poor condition.   
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Other site amenities include wooden picnic tables, a portable toilet, steel trash receptacles and 
wooden enclosed trash receptacles.  All amenities are in good to moderate condition. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 

 

Originally containing 12.8 acres, Griffon Park, which was named for the ship built at the site by 
LaSalle, was to be left in a natural wooded state as a bird sanctuary. Plans were begun in 1942 
with the intent of retaining as much of the natural habitat as possible and planting new shrubs 
with identifying markers. Beginning in the early 1980s, however, the park was closed for almost 
two decades while remediation of chemicals, which leaked into the park from the 102nd Street 
Landfill from the east, was completed by EPA. 

The park was reopened in 2000 with added walking paths, landscaping, furniture, and a 
playground based upon a plan prepared by peter j. smith & company. The effort was funded 
through the EPA, EPF, the Niagara County Environmental Fund, and the City. The park now 
encompasses 20 acres.1

  

 It contains the northernmost public boat launch on the upper Niagara 
River and only point of access for watercraft within the boundaries of the City of Niagara Falls.  

                                                
1  http://www.buffalorising.com/2012/05/niagara-falls-adds-waterfront-recreation-options.html 
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Black Creek Park 
Park ID 28 

 

 
Location: Colvin Boulevard and 95th 
Street 
 
 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description:  
 
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction:  

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

Neighborhood 
Park/Playground 
 
Active and Passive 
 
1 acre  
 
Site is directly adjacent to 
Love Canal area 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Black Creek Park is a neighborhood park with playground facility and nature trail located 
adjacent to the Love Canal area and south of a residential development.  The park includes 
buildings, a parking lot on the west half of the site and recreational opportunities on the east 
side of the park.  Vehicular access to the site is located at the north on Colvin Boulevard and at 
the west on 95th Street.   

There are two structures located at the northwest corner of the park, a senior center and a brick 
structure.  The associated parking lot is south of the structures and the pavement is in moderate 
to poor condition.  Precast pavers used in the same vicinity have weeds growing through joints 
and are in moderate condition. 

The east side of the park is densely wooded and many of the trees are tagged with numbers.  
South of the dense wooded area are large oak trees among meadow and tall grasses.   

A shelter and playground area is located at the northeastern section of the park.  The picnic 
shelter is in good condition.  There is play equipment which can accommodate 2-12 year olds.  
All of the play equipment has insufficient safety surfacing, has been vandalized and is in poor 
condition.  The surrounding ground play elements and swings are in good condition.  There are 
benches surrounding the playground area, which are in moderate condition.   
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South of the playground there is an asphalt path, or nature trail, that meanders among the 
tagged trees.  There is a 2 post wooden kiosk which is in good condition, but the signage is 
missing.  

HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Black Creek Park occupies a section of what was once known as the neighborhood of Love 
Canal. In the mid 1970s this area became the subject of national and international attention 
after it became known that approximately 21,000 tons of toxic waste was buried here by Hooker 
Chemical (now Occidental Petroleum Corporation). Aerial photos dating to 1978 show the 
surrounding neighborhood fully built out. These homes and apartment buildings were later 
demolished in 1982 as the state and federal government declared an emergency and provided 
funds to permanently relocate the residents.58  

Environmental cleanup ensued, and the New York Department of Environmental Conservation 
installed a leachate collection system to capture any rainwater that filtered through the canal. 
The canal area, including the land where houses on the two inner rings had been razed, was 
capped and fenced, and a leachate treatment plant was built (Black Creek Park occupies this 
remediation area). EPA added a synthetic barrier layer to the site in 1982 and improved and 
expanded the treatment system. In 1990 the Love Canal Revitalization Agency renamed a 
portion of Love Canal Black Creek Village.59  
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AERIAL IMAGERY AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
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  Caravelle Drive Park 
Park ID 29 

 

 
Location: Caravelle Drive and 
Marine Memorial Drive 
 
 
 

Park type:  
 

Recreation Type:  
 

Size: 
  

Location Description:   
 

Topographic 
Description: 

 
Date of Construction: 

 
Landscape Architect(s)/  

Designer(s): 
 

Current landmark  
designation status:  

 

Minipark 
 
Active  
 
.5 acres 
 
Residential neighborhood 
 
 
Relatively level 
 
Unknown 
 
 
Unknown 
 
 
None 
 

PARK DESCRIPTION  
 

Caravelle Drive Park is a minipark with playgrounds and a basketball court located in a 
residential neighborhood.  The south and east sides are bordered by residential streets and the 
north and west sides are adjacent to the backyards of residential homes.  The park is fenced in 
on all sides by a chain link fence that is in moderate condition.  There is a double gate entry on 
the south side and a single gate entry on the east side.   

The park offers two active recreational opportunities, play equipment on the north side of the 
park and basketball on the south side.  The play equipment, intended for 2-5 year olds, includes 
a steel swing set and monkey bars.  The monkey bars are the only play equipment that does not 
have safety surfacing. The other play elements have wood fiber surfacing and are in good 
condition.  The asphalt basketball court is half removed, with the subbase material remaining of 
the portion that was removed.  The court that remains is in moderate condition. 

CULTURAL / HISTORIC INFORMATION 
 

Little information is known about this park. It appears as undeveloped open space in an aerial 
photo dating to 1927. Aerial photos dating to 1978 show the basketball court in its current 
location.  



  

 
2012 City Wide Parks Master Plan Project   
City of Niagara Falls   

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS, PLANS AND PHOTOGRAPHS  

 

 

 


	01_Lafayette_Summary
	02_Tom Miklejn Field_Summary
	03_Highland and Beech_Summary
	04_D'Amelio Park_Summary
	05_North and Lockport_Summary
	06_Gluck_Summary
	07_Legends Basketball Court_Summary
	08_DiFranco Park_Summary
	09_Statue of Liberty_Summary
	10_South Junior Playground_Summary
	11_Liberty Park_Summary
	12_Jerauld Park_Summary
	13_Hyde Park_Summary
	14_Orleans and 24th_Summary
	15_Orleans and 25th_Summary
	16_Porter Park_Summary
	17_Mackenna Park_Summary
	18_Gill Creek Park_Summary
	19_Perry Park_Summary
	20_63rd Street Park_Summary
	21_LaSalle Waterfront Park_Summary
	22_70th Street (Kies Park)_Summary
	23_Stephenson Park_Summary
	24_Hennipen Park_Summary
	25_LaSalle Park_Summary
	26_Jayne Park_Summary
	27_Griffon Park_Summary
	28_Black Creek Park_Summary
	29_Caravelle Drive Park_Summary

